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Saturday’s weather: cloudy, 
  chance of snow
Partly Cloudy. Cold. 
Low: 11° High: 31°
Check us out on the Web
www.mnstate.edu/advocate
The Advocate is also available 
on facebook and twitter
        The        A v cate
Last Friday afternoon in 
Hansen Hall, students, faculty 
and contributors at MSUM 
had the opportunity to rec-
ognize the changes the uni-
versity has undergone in the 
past 50 years, during a panel 
discussion with three of the 
former presidents and the 
current president. This was a 
very special moment for them, 
because it was their chance to 
showcase their hard work and 
share with others how they 
shaped MSUM into the school 
we know it as today.
The four presidents to take 
the stage were: John Neumaier, 
1958-1968; Roland Dille, 1968-
1994; Roland Barden, 1994-
2008 and our current leader, 
Edna Szymanski. Each gave 
first-hand accounts on main-
taining MSUM’s goal for high-
er education and equality. 
MSUM has come a long way 
in its history. One of the great-
est changes was moving from 
a teachers’ college to a univer-
sity with a variety of opportu-
nities for students. This was 
a lengthy process once the 
presidents opened MSUM’s 
doors to diversity and culture 
through its students.
When Neumaier, a Jewish, 
German descendant and sur-
vivor of the Holocaust, took 
office, he hoped to bring qual-
ity education to as many stu-
dents as possible. Supporting 
this idea, he made his first 
construction project. Eleven 
new buildings were created, 
including dorms. By the end 
of his term, the campus popu-
lation had increased from hun-
dreds to thousands. Neumaier 
knew that it was very impor-
tant to continue aiming for 
equality. 
Following in his footsteps, 
his friend Dille took office. He 
was determined to see cam-
pus through a time of racial 
segregation and civil develop-
ment. His first strategy was 
Project E-Quality. This project 
was designed to increase cam-
pus diversity. Like Neumaier, 
Dille also took leaps into cre-
ating a liberal arts program to 
accommodate any interest a 
student had. 
Dille was the longest serving 
Family and friends of 
Graphic Arts Director Dave 
Wallace will be hosting a 
benefit for him at 5:30 p.m. 
on Monday at the Hotel 
Donaldson.
In June of 2009, Wallace 
was diagnosed with Chronic 
Lymphocytic Leukemia 
(CLL). 
Wallace, 62, has been the 
graphic arts director at MSUM 
for 20 years. Prior to coming 
to MSUM, he lived in British 
Colombia, Canada, for five 
years as a professional potter.
Shortly after discovering 
this rare leukemia, Wallace 
began chemotherapy in Fargo 
before getting transferred to 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minn.
“The initial protocol that 
was used for my cancer was 
unsuccessful,” Wallace said. 
Wallace is now involved in 
a clinical trial that takes him 
to Mayo Clinic every other 
week.
Wallace, who was born and 
raised in Fargo and graduated 
from MSUM, will continue 
treatments until the cancer is 
reduced. Following the initial 
treatments, he will partake in 
a stem cell transplant.
“Hopefully this will work 
and get me ready for stem cell 
transplant by end of the sum-
mer,” Wallace said.
To help defer some of the 
medical costs, Wallace’s friend 
Donna Tornell and  girlfriend 
Ginger Kroker decided to pull 
together a benefit to support 
Wallace. 
“The primary expense is 
staying at Mayo,” Tornell 
said. “He has to have around- 
One look at the thermostat 
tells students that the F-M area 
is still in the depths of winter. 
Despite the overwhelming 
evidence of the winter sea-
son, the campus community 
is already panicking over the 
approach of spring. Walking 
around campus, any student 
is bound to hear the worried 
question, “What’s going to 
happen when the river rises?”
Last year, the Red River 
swelled to a whopping 41 feet, 
one and a half feet higher than 
the catastrophic 1997 flood. 
Students at MSUM logged 
countless hours of community 
service as they raced the clock, 
attempting to sandbag the city 
of Moorhead into safety. The 
National Weather Service esti-
mates that this year there is 
a 90 percent chance the F-M 
area will reach or exceed the 
major flood stage.
With memories of last year’s 
flooding still fresh, it is no 
wonder that MSUM students 
are beginning to get nervous. 
Michael Parks, the Director 
of Campus Security, wants to 
assure students that they are 
safe on campus. MSUM stands 
as one of the highest points in 
the city. 
“We would have to have 
catastrophic failure of city’s 
levee system, and the river 
would have to be four feet 
higher than last year for our 
campus to be affected,” Parks 
said. 
Students are being reas-
sured that campus is safe, but 
that doesn’t stop them from 
worrying about something 
else affected by the flood: their 
grades. MSUM sophomore 
Krista Eckholm remembered 
last year’s two week-long 
break from classes so that stu-
dents could sandbag. 
“(Professors) had to cut 
down on all of the things we 
were learning,” Eckholm said. 
“I feel like they just took chap-
ters out and that we didn’t 
learn all that we were sup-
posed to.”
Hundreds of thousands of 
dollars are being pumped into 
the university yearly by stu-
dents looking to get their mon-
ey’s worth. Doug Hamilton, 
MSUM’s Executive Director of 
Public Relations, insists that 
even if the Red swells, stu-
dents will not be shorted. Last 
year, the flood came so sud-
denly that a break from class 
was needed to allow students 
to help save the community. 
Ten class days were missed. 
Five of those were made up. 
Hamilton said this is more 
than any other area univer-
sity.
MSUM prepares for flood fight Benefit to raise money to support  
medical funds for art director







FLOOD, BACK PAgE BENEFIT, BACK PAgE
PRESIDENT, BACK PAgE
LAUREN TAUTE / ThE ADvOCATE
Past presidents (left to right), John Neumaier, Roland Dille, Roland Barden and current president Edna Szymanski speak at a presi-
dents’ board on Feb. 26 in honor of Founders’ week.
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Mar. 5
Mar. 10
9 p.m.-1 a.m. Dragons After Dark, CMU
All day  Women’s Basketball, 
  NSIC Tournament Semifinals
All day Men’s Basketball,
  NSIC Tournament Semifinals
All day Women’s Basketball,
  NSIC Tournament Finals
All day Men’s Basketball,
  NSIC Tournament Finals
Begins Summer Class Registration
Begins Registration Advising 
  for Fall 2010 Semester
All day Swimming & Diving, 
  NCAA II National at Canton, Ohio
All day Swimming & Diving,
  NCAA II National at Canton, Ohio
10:30 a.m. Emerging Leaders, CMU 227
Apply at FirstLink
Part time call specialists 
needed for FirstLink HotLine 
and Suicide Line. 
Responsibilities include 
answering phones, providing 
information, referrals, listen-
ing, supporting and helping 
with crisis intervention ser-
vices. 
Applicants must be avail-
able for evening, overnight, 
weekend and holiday shifts. 
Overnight shifts are open 
immediately.  All necessary 
training is provided.
Screening begins Feb. 22 
and positions are open until 
filled. 
Send letters of interest and 
resume summarizing per-
tinent work and volunteer 
experiences to:  FirstLink Attn: 
Stacie, P.O. Box 447, Fargo, 
N.D. 58107-0447.
Anti-Racism Training
The MSUM TOCAR 
Initiative, (Training Our 
Campuses Against Racism) is 
sponsoring a two-and-half-day 
in-depth anti-racism training 
to be held on the MSUM cam-
pus. 
The training will be held 
March 4-6 in the CMU:
-  Thursday, 5-9 p.m.
-  Friday, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
-  Saturday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
The training is free and all 
meals and materials are pro-
vided.  
If you are interested in 
attending or would like more 
information, please contact 
Anita Bender at 218.477.4973 
or tocar@mnstate.edu.  All 
MSUM faculty, staff and stu-
dents are invited to attend.  
Math and donuts
Dr. Thomas Sibley from St. 
John’s University will talk to 
the math club about a color 
theorem today at 4:30 p.m. in 
MA 276. 
After the lecture, frost some 
donuts to better understand 
the color theorem.
Wellness Competition
Residence halls will com-
pete against each other for 
the most points from Feb. 22 
to April 11. The winning hall 
council with the most points 
at the end will win a party 
during the hall council meet-
ing on April 19.
Points will be awarded five 
different ways:
•One point a day per per-
son that comes to Wellness 
Center
•Five extra points for any-
one who participates in either 
“Cycle to the Cities” or “2010 
Minutes of Fitness”
•Five extra points for trying 
out the rock wall (one time 
only)
•Dodgeball Resident Hall 
Tournament on  March 27 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(First place 25 points, sec-
ond place 10 points, third 
place five points)
•Basketball Resident Hall 
Tournament on April 10 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(First place 25 points, sec-
ond place 10 points, third 
place five points)
Check out the Wellness 
Center home page or their 
Facebook Page for competi-
tion updates.
JPS Scholarship 
In November of 2007, the 
Minnesota State University 
Student Association lost a 
highly-valued student leader 
when he passed away unex-
pectedly.  
In an effort to recognize his 
leadership, the Minnesota State 
University Student Association 
Board of Directors felt it was 
important to honor Jared’s 
hard work and commitment 
by creating a scholarship in his 
name.  
The Jared P. Stene Student 
Leadership Scholarship is a 
way to honor the phenomenal 
accomplishments Jared had, 
and to carry forward Jared’s 
belief in opportunity for all 
who wished to pursue higher 
education.
The first JPS scholarship of 
$500 for use towards textbooks 
next fall will be awarded this 
semester.  
The deadline for submitting 
the application is April 2.  
The winner will be notified 
May 15 with funds being dis-
bursed August 2010.
Habitat for Humanity
There are four spots open 
for the Habitat for Humanity 
spring break trips.
Advocate meetings 
4 p.m. Mondays in 
CMU 110
The Advocate would like to 
invite any interested students 
to its weekly meetings in The 
Advocate office. Pick up an 
application today and apply 
to be a sports writer, staff 
writer, cartoonist or photogra-
pher. Photographer meetings 
are at 4:30 p.m.
Minnesota State University Moorhead
Box 130 Moorhead, MN 56563
Located on the lower floor of Comstock Memorial Union 
Room 110
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between a career 
and a purpose is 
about 8,000 miles.
Chat with a Returned Volunteer during Peace Corps Week!
Attend this Online Information Presentation.
800.424.8580 | www.peacecorps.gov




Run dates: Th 2/25, Th 3/4
Size: 4” wide by 4” tall
Visit www.peacecorps.gov/events, Minnesota, to register
Advocate’s YouTube Clip of the Week
 
   It opened my eyes to 
how easy it is to just 
help strangers and 
to get involved with 
your own community 
doing little things that can make 
such a big impact.
Carrie Bertsch
 Sophomore and bus core leader 
for the Pay if Forward Tour
“
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For many students, spring 
break is a time to relax from 
classes and avoid hard work, 
but for the MSUM members 
of Students Today Leaders 
Forever it will be dedicated 
to helping others across the 
country.
“STLF’s mission is to 
reveal leadership through 
service, relationships and 
action,” said Jesse White, 
a third-year member and 
one of the bus core lead-
ers for the Pay It Forward 
Tour. “We try to get col-
lege students, high school 
students and middle school 
students out, not only into 
their own community, but 
into communities across the 
United States. Also, to get 
them involved in service 
with everyone that they 
meet and creating action 
within them. Students will 
hopefully bring this back to 
their hometown or college 
and do more service in their 
own community.”
The Pay It Forward Tour 
is a nine-day road trip that 
involves service projects, 
tourism, creating friends 
and building new skills. 
“I had a really amazing 
time the first year,” said 
Carrie Bertsch, a second-
year STLF member and 
bus core leader. “It opened 
my eyes to how easy it is 
to just help strangers and 
to get involved with your 
own community doing little 
things that can make such a 
big impact, especially with 
a large group that is opti-
mistic and young.  People 
we help appreciate it so 
much.” 
There are a total of 42 
students going on the trip, 
which is the largest group 
to ever go from MSUM. 
“It’s the first time that 
MSUM has ever filled a bus,” 
White said. “The average 
number of people that have 
gone on tours is around 20. 
So it is very exciting to see 
it grow substantially since 
last year.”
The organization is trav-
eling across the U.S. start-
ing March 12 and ending 
March 20. The tour mem-
bers will participate in a 
variety of service projects in 
Waterloo, Iowa; Joliet, Ill.; 
Cleveland, Ohio; Hershey, 
Penn.; Baltimore, Md. and 
Washington D.C.
“MSUM is a new chapter, 
which means that we look 
for cities that will get peo-
ple on the bus,” White said. 
“We try to find cities that 
not only have a need for 
service but also have free 
housing available and tour-
ism aspects for after the ser-
vice projects that students 
can participate in.”
 There are five bus core 
leaders that are in charge 
of their own project in each 
city, except for Washington, 
D.C., where they will col-
laborate with six or seven 
other buses for one large 
service project.
“It is an amazing expe-
rience, and it will open 
your eyes and it will be life 
changing,” Bertsch said. “A 
lot of people are hesitant 
to go because they wonder 
what benefits there are in 
doing service projects dur-
ing spring break, but going 
on vacations to Miami or 
Mexico won’t change your 
heart or change your life 
like the Pay It Forward Tour 
would.”
The types of service 
projects that STLF will be 
involved with include work-
ing in a museum, doing a 
neighborhood cleanup, vis-
iting a retirement home, 
pruning roses in the Hershey 
Garden, working with the 
horticulture department 
in a Baltimore zoo and 
cleaning up a river in 
Washington D.C.
“On the trip I hope that 
everyone will meet new 
people and get as involved 
and in love with STLF as 
I am because it is a really 
great organization,” Bertsch 
said.
Besides the Pay It Forward 
Tour, STLF does many dif-
ferent service projects in the 
Fargo-Moorhead area. They 
helped fundraise for breast 
cancer during the Bras on 
Broadway campaign with 
the Hotel Donaldson, and 
also participated in a Relay 
for Life team.
“STLF has helped me 
become more of a leader 
myself,” Bertsch said. “I 
used to be a follower and 
was never able to initiate 
the things that I wanted to, 
and it has help me be more 
open with people.”
The organization meets 
every Monday at 9 p.m. in 
CMU 203.
“STLF is open to every-
one, and anyone can join,” 
White said.
For anyone interested in 
going on a Pay It Forward 
Tour there are still spots 
available on the NDSU 
buses. Contact either the 
MSUM or NDSU chapter to 




Wood can be contacted at 
woodle@mnstate.edu
PhOTO SuBMITTED
Angela Paquin and Terra Calvillo clean around a church in Westmoreland, Tenn. during the 2009 Pay 
It Forward Tour.
STLF crosses country to serve communities
     
Page 4, The Advocate Thursday, Mar. 4, 2010Opinion
Advocate boardeditorial
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and submissions. They should be typed and 
must include the writer’s name, signature, address, 
phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. 
Monday and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  







Have a question for Student Senate? 
Interested about issues on campus but don’t know who to ask? Submit your questions to 
Student Senate and see if they can answer them for you.




Students were the heroes of last year’s flood fight. The 
Red River Valley was in crisis and it was the students 
who answered the call of the community.
Are the expectations the same for this year? This year 
it is more evident that the F-M area is starting the fight 
early. Sandbags are already being prepared at sites 
around the city with a goal of 1 million.
All over campus, conversation seems to be focused 
on the likelihood of flooding, or how high there is of a 
chance there is that it will be major.
It’s best right now that everyone remain level-headed 
about the future for the F-M area.
Between students hoping for a “flood break” and stu-
dents anxious to see if their homes and apartments will 
flood, the worry is increasing for many.
After last year’s break and consequent class missing 
due to encouraging students to sandbag, teachers are 
concerned about what will happen to their classes.
The discussion has already started on campus for how 
classes will be handled if evacuation is again necessary. 
Online classes? The question then becomes how well 
seminar classes and classes that are based on in-person 
work would fare in this situation.
With all the chaos that streamed the city last year, stu-
dents may even feel less motivated to get in the flood-
fighting mode. 
As students, however, we should keep in mind that no 
matter where our homes are, MSUM is our community, 
and we’re here to help its other members.
While the speculation grows, motivation can be traced 
back to last year’s effort. Most people weren’t expect-
ing the water outbreak, but thought of saving the city 
remained at the center of most peoples’ minds. 
Certain things have to be the same as last year to get the 
same steady flow of student help. The magnitude of the 
flood has to be on par with last year and the students 
need to have the time to help.
This is not a plea for days off of school; it is the realiza-
tion that some students need incentive to help. With the 
days off last year it was impossible for those not help-
ing with the flood to avoid it all together.
We may not fully know the extent of what the Red 
River will bring, but expecting the best and preparing 
for the worst seems to be the best solution. 
So before any flood occurs, stock up on your rain boots, 
ponchos and socks. And if you can, think about starting 
sandbagging today.
The editors of The Advocate have accused 
me of “running blindly with (my) own 
personal ideas” and have assumed that the 
class I teach does not follow the guidelines 
required to move my students forward in 
their education.  
In response I’d like to say that while my 
essay in “The Yellow Bicycle” did portray 
me as a film-lover, it did not once say that 
I have thrown academic reading or writing 
by the wayside.  In fact, the essay detailed 
how I use all four films viewed in my class 
as prompts for composing papers, papers 
that my students organize, draft, revise and 
polish before placing in my dedicated, edu-
cated hands.
For readers unfamiliar with “The Yellow 
Bicycle,” it is a weekly literary newslet-
ter in print and online that encourages an 
anything-goes approach.  The editor asked 
me to write an essay and I composed what 
I thought was a fun little read about the 
interesting things I’m doing in my English 
composition course.  
Unfortunately some readers, being unfa-
miliar with me as a student and a teacher, 
have misconstrued the meaning.  That said, 
I’m glad that the editors of The Advocate 
read “The Yellow Bicycle.”  Hopefully all 
this controversy will spark interest and 
increase readership on a campus that seeks 
to celebrate academic freedom, not con-
demn it.
The Advocate editorial claimed “it’s not a 
teacher’s job to decide what type of content 
they prefer to teach.”  Actually, it is.  A col-
lege-level instructor is given a list of objec-
tives to achieve within their course; how 
they achieve these is up to their discretion.  
I use films as teaching tools because I 
love cinema and believe that passionate 
instruction engages students much more 
than textbooks.  That said, in addition to 
watching movies, my former students have 
read George Orwell, Sylvia Plath, Augusten 
Burroughs and Lord Byron as well as criti-
cal reviews, published profiles, and grade-A 
argumentation essays.
This semester, as mentioned in “The 
Yellow Bicycle,” my students will read Denis 
Johnson’s Jesus’ Son and critically compare 
it to the 1999 film.  They are required to 
attend the McGrath Writer ’s Series as well 
as read literary pieces by Annie Dillard, 
Raymond Carver and Robert Graves, among 
others.  I doubt that these elements would 
be found on a film class syllabus.  However, 
if they were, I would applaud the instructor 
for exposing his/her students to more than 
one mode of artistic expression.
Though I wish The Advocate had con-
sulted me about my complete teaching 
methodology before running an editorial 
claiming it raised red flags, I would like to 
thank the publication for calling attention 
to the literary education of MSUM’s stu-
dents.  Perhaps, considering its importance, 
English composition should consist of more 
than just one class.
In closing, I’d like to invite anyone who 
is as yet unconvinced of my competence as 
an instructor to visit me in Weld 101D any 
Tuesday or Thursday.  I will gladly print you 
a copy of my syllabus or share with you my 
evaluations from the past three semesters, 
which collectively imply, “Tiegen was great. 
She made writing fun.  Class was early, but 
I wanted to go.”  Guess I didn’t ruin their 
liberal arts education. 
Response: red flags raised?
Letter to the editor
tiegen KosiaK
Professor
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Need a comforting shoulder? 
 e-mail Branstiter 
at bransteu@mnstate.edu
As the newspaper industry continues to struggle to figure out how 
to turn a profit from online content, one Texas political news Web site 
may have found a workable business model to make the Internet a 
viable financial platform for daily news. 
The Texas Tribune (www.TexasTribune.org), which went online 
last year, is an entirely online news source based out of Austin, Texas, 
which focuses on covering public policy matters in the state. While 
most major newspapers in the country are struggling for new ideas to 
boost profits, if not going under completely, the Texas Tribune thus far 
has been incredibly successful doing things in a way most daily papers 
have not thought to attempt. 
It is non profit, and as such, accepts no advertising. However, 
according to their “About Us” section, the organization has raised $3.6 
million to date. It doesn’t waste money or resources on any sort of 
print edition whatsoever. It employs close to two dozen full-time staff 
members, reporters and contributors, and many of them are making 
bank. According to EditorsWeblog.org, editor-in-chief and CEO Evan 
Smith is pulling down $315,000 a year, with reporters earning about 
$90,000 a year. 
It doesn’t seem like it should work, and yet somehow, it does. 
While it remains to be seen if this kind of localized, non profit 
approach to online news will be the savior of written journalism, the 
Texas Tribune’s early success shows promise; if it can work in Austin, 
why not anywhere else? Like, say, Fargo-Moorhead? 
Here’s hoping the Texas Tribune’s experiment in non profit journal-
ism can show the news industry the way forward and keep itself from 
sinking. Some of us coming out of college with journalism degrees 
would like to have a real job someday. 
Lead the way
Young scholars, by now 
you too have found yourself 
enchanted by her eyes. She 
appeared in the weeks prior to 
Valentine’s Day and, once you 
saw her on a bulletin board, 
your days were filled with 
daydreams of summer and the 
search for the beauty know as 
“Summer Session Girl.” 
Yes, we have all seen the 
dark-haired beauty that graces 
MSUM’s posters, urging us to 
register for summer classes. 
Quiet inquiries as to her identity 
quickly escalate to fevered spec-
ulation in the short moments 
before class starts. “Summer 
Session Girl,” the student body 
sighs, “I will attend classes this 
summer and I will find you.”
Alas! You can imagine my 
dismay and shock upon open-
ing the February 21st edition 
of The Forum only to see my 
beloved smiling at me in an 
advert for a large regional hos-
pital. “Perhaps,” I ask, “this is 
different picture? An enchant-
ress as lovely as she would be 
in high demand! Wait! It cannot 
be! It is the same picture!”
 Like King David crying for 
the loss of his cherished son, I 
cry “Absalom, Absalom!” My 
love, my cardinal reason for 
attending summer classes is a 
mere model in a stock photo…
Campus is a lonelier place 
the next day. The chilling wind 
exists to remind me of the love I 
never had. When I relay my dis-
covery to my classmates they 
too are astounded that Summer 
Session Girl is not a student at 
our institution. 
Even my female friends, 
who for some 
reason think my 
love ridiculous, 
are appalled at 
what amounts 
to nothing short 
of a betrayal. 
As we gather 
in contempla-
tive council we 
ask, “Why would MSUM use 
a stock photo in advertising 
when we have a campus full of 
students and photographers?” 
To me, the trickery cuts a deep-
er wound…
It is standard practice for uni-
versities to use their students in 
advertisements for the institu-
tion. Why not? It’s very cheap, 
easy and it’s a heartening for 
a student to see someone they 
know, say, lying in the grass 
and enjoying a book on a poster 
for summer classes. 
This is such a universal prac-
tice that MSUM could not have 
foreseen any other result from 
their decision to go to iStock-
photo to get a picture of an 
attractive and racially ambigu-
ous young woman for their ad 
campaign than that of destroy-
ing my dreams of a lifetime 
of memories with Summer 
Session Girl. I strongly encour-
age that in the future MSUM 
uses students in their ads, if 
not to accurately portray our 
student body, but also to avert 
the wanton destruction of hun-
dreds of young hearts!
Seriously, though, I’m still 
signing up for summer class-
es and so should you! There’s 
nothing like knocking out a 
couple 100-level Dragon Core 
class in a month.
Fleurs Pour Été Semestre Fille
“You need to choose some-
thing soon; time is running 
out.” “I think you’d be good 
at this.” “Don’t major in that, 
you’ll never find a job!” All of 
these statements can be intimi-
dating and frustrating when 
starting college. Sure, some 
people know exactly what 
they want to go to school for. 
Some people are born lead-
ers that are meant to major 
in political science and aim 
to be the future president of 
the United States. Others are 
patient and kind, bound to 
major in education and be an 
elementary school teacher. But 
what if you’re not like them?
Coming in to college can be 
scary and choosing a career 
path on top of that can be even 
scarier. Family and friends will 
offer opinions, tell you what 
you’re good at or try to tell 
you what career path to avoid. 
Does this really help?
I myself have gone through 
my fair share of majors, try-
ing to decide what the best 
fit for me is. My dad thinks 
I’d make a good lawyer. My 
mother tells me that I’d be a 
good psychologist. My friends 
say I’ll be a famous author 
some day. What do I think? 
Right now, I think I’d be a 
good statistics professor. I’m 
on my sixth declared major of 
my undergraduate career and 
I’m still not 100 percent confi-
dent in my decision.
If this is you, just know 
that you’re not alone. Others 
are struggling with the same 
choice you are. There are so 
many things to do in 
the future and nobody 
knows what’s best 
for you except your-
self. Spend a semester 
broadening your hori-
zons by taking introduc-
tory classes in different 
fields you’re interested 
in. Talk to your professors and 
ask them how they made their 
decision. Talk to someone in 
the ARO. All of these are ways 
you can get advice and make 
that big decision.
So don’t be pressured or 
feel like what you chose when 
you started school is what you 
have to end with. Do some-
thing that makes you happy, 
be it music, math or something 
else.




e-mail Sailer at sailerbe@
mnstate.edu
Need a path?


























Are you a professor, student or faculty member that has something to say?
  Write a guest column for the opinion page and get your voice heard.
Submissions can be 400-600 words. 
e-mail submissions to the advocate@mnstate.edu
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Are you a fan of Saturday 
Night Live? Come see MSUM’s 
own SNL act with The Sketch 
Comedy Troupe. The group 
will be in top comedic form at 
10:30 p.m. on Wednesday in 
Weld Auditorium.  
The idea for TSCT came 
to Steven Molony when he 
arrived at MSUM. He had 
done sketch comedy in high 
school and was beginning 
to miss it. With the help of 
two friends, Molony met in 
the theater department and 
through involvement with the 
Bearded Men group, Tim Lane 
and Paul Vonasek, they were 
able to create a performance 
group that anyone could be 
part of.
The troupe is made up of 
a variety of people with stu-
dents majoring in English, 
theater, film, history and oth-
ers as well as non-students. 
Auditions for new members 
are held at the beginning of 
every academic year and each 
person can audition to become 
a writer, performer or both. 
“To prepare, I would 
encourage somebody to arrive 
with an arsenal of characters, 
voices and, or impressions 
to fire at us,” Molony said. 
“Original material as well. We 
don’t want to see somebody’s 
version of Mary Katherine 
Gallagher, Sally O’Malley, 
Harry Caray or Matt Foley.”
If the person auditioning 
has nothing prepared, the 
group will provide them with 
random audition ideas to see 
how they do with it.    
 When attending the sketch 
comedy, many only notice the 
on-stage performers, but there 
are others that take part. There 
Here is little bit of infor-
mation from one of the three 
who started the troupe, Steven 
Molony. 
Why do you think you’re 
funny?
I am truly at the mercy of the 
eyes watching me. While there 
are things that strike me as 
funny, they may not tickle the 
giggle buttons of other people. 
I simply throw myself out there 
and hope for the best.
Do you feel pressured to 
always been funny?
Not always, no, but there 
have been times when I’ve 
fallen victim to the “hey do 
that one thing” nightmare 
when a group of eyes look 
on expectantly, and there 
you are in the middle think-
ing about how you have to go 
to the bathroom.  




The sketch Comedy Troupe promises laughter at their show. They are performing at 10:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday in Weld Auditoium. 
are writers, technicians to run 
the lights and sound, people 
filming and collecting tick-
ets and those who help with 
props and costumes as well as 
a stage manager. 
“Everyone in the group is 
encouraged to write, but there 
are those who aren’t as con-
fident about writing and just 
want to stick to performing,” 
Molony said. “And there are 
those who are more confident 
about writing and don’t really 
want to perform.”
TSCT’s performances are 
similar to the set-up of the 
SNL show. Every sketch is 
performed as a separate scene. 
Some scenes may relate to each 
other but they are not required 
to. Between each sketch there 
is a smaller sketch called fill-
ers or blackouts. These fillers 
or blackouts offer a quick joke 
or sketch to provide time for 
the next scene to prepare its 
set. Sometimes there are musi-
cal guests and hosts and the 
troupe usually shows a short 
film halfway through. 
“The sketches themselves 
vary in content energy,” 
Molony said. “Some sketches 
are high-energy and heavily 
character-oriented, while oth-
ers are dry and absurd, and 
others still may be satirical.”
The performances may use 
recurring characters but the 
content always changes. Ideas 
of their acts come from just 
about anything and every-
thing from real-life situations 
to political decisions to a 
strange word. 
“As long as there are 
presidents choking on sand-
wiches or celebrities scantily 
and drunkenly waving their 
unmentionables at camera 
lenses, there will always be 
material,” Molony said. 
With the group’s busy 
schedule, they get together 
once a week and practice the 
sketches.
“We always try and hit the 
main point of every sketch 
while doing out best to stick 
to the written dialogue but no 
show has been free of impro-
visation,” Molony said. 
What makes TSCT so unique 
are the people involved. All 
have a different type of humor, 
providing a wide range of 
material and characters. Each 
member’s dedication and love 
for creating is what keeps 
the troupe running and the 
laugher going.
“Everyone who comes into 
the theater walks in bearing 
the weight of their world,” 
Molony said. “If these people 
laugh, it doesn’t matter what 
baggage they carry with them; 
for that very moment, they 
have forgotten about all the 
strain and difficulties of day-
to-day life and were, for that 
moment, stricken with happi-
ness. It’s a good feeling to take 
part in it and be able to share 
that with people.” 
Like SNL, TSCT has done 
some offensive material. The 
group does not stray from 
pushing boundaries and they 
don’t try to protect the audi-
ence from what they put on 
stage. 
“It’s no surprise that some 
people have been offended by 
a sketch or two in the past, but 
that’s a price you pay with all 
comedy,” Molony said. “It’s 
never our intention, but it is 
a possible side-effect of our 
potent medicine.” 
The acts range from smart 
and witty to obnoxious and 
goofy. How the audience takes 
the material all depends on 
their humor. 
Admission for Wednesday’s 
performance, “Before the 
Waters Rise,” is free. 
“It’s been awhile since we’ve 
taken the stage and we want 
to come back with a bang,” 
Molony said.
Their musical guest for the 
show is Sunrise Sunset. 
TSCT plans on having at 
least two more performances 
after Wednesday; one is sched-
uled for April 2. 
For any other information 
watch for posters and flyers 
around campus or visit the 
troupe’s Facebook page, The 
Sketch Comedy Troupe. 





What do you do when 
someone’s trying to be funny, 
and they’re not?
We’ve all been there, I know 
I have. It happens to the best 
of us.  Therefore, knowing that 
struggle and understanding 
what it feels like, I support the 
hell out of that person.  I toss 
on a smile and try to go with it. 
That can happen anywhere.  In 
an improv scene or in a class, 
and you’ve got to be ready to 
help somebody roll with the 
punches.
What is the most overused 
joke/funny line?
If I never hear “Git-R-Done” 
ever again in my life, it’d be 
too soon.  That includes the 
bumper stickers.
What is your favorite joke 
or funny line?
I really like funny things 
because they are new. Things 
that appear out of manipulating 
real-life situations into humor, 
or just discussing somebody’s 
ridiculous day. I really enjoy 
the little things too, such as 
someone pronouncing words 
strangely or making a funny 
noise. I would be lying though 
If I told you I didn’t enjoy it 
every time Chris Farley would 
say (or scream, more appropri-
ately) “Livin’ in a van down by 
the river!”
Where do you hope to be 
in five years? What are your 
goals?
I’m at the tail-end of this 
education business. Once I’m 
out of here, I plan to move to 
Chicago to pursue a career in 
improvisation and sketch com-
edy.  I love dramatic acting and 
plan to continue pursuing film 
and theater as well. 
A word from Molony:
I want to thank Tim Lane 
and Paul Vonasek for help-
ing me put this whole thing 
together, not to mention being 
fantastic friends and brothers. 
I would also like to thank all 
the people who continue to 
make this troupe possible. That 
includes the cast and crew and 
the audience members who 
come to support us. 
George can be reached at 
georgean@mnstate.edu
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As the Academy Awards 
draws near, the only question 
on the minds of most viewers 
is whether mega-blockbuster 
“Avatar” or critic-favorite 
“The Hurt Locker” will walk 
away with Best Picture of the 
Year.  Despite the creation 
of 10 Best Picture nominees 
this year, the extra nominees 
(including “District 9” and 
“The Blind Side”) are sim-
ply lucky to be named along-
side “Avatar” and “The Hurt 
Locker;” they’ll have little to 
no effect on who wins.  The 
rest of the awards, unfortu-
nately, are seemingly set in 
stone, from Kathryn Bigelow 
for Best Director to “Up” for 
Best Animated Feature.  The 
possibility of an upset isn’t 
impossible, but for now, “The 
Hurt Locker” is likely to win 
Best Picture, Director and 
Editing.  “Avatar” will sweep 




holt can be reached at 
holtco@mnstate.edu
the technical awards, but 
it’s lack of acting or screen-
play nominations are a likely 
signal that James Cameron 
won’t be winning his second 
Best Picture Oscar. 
In the acting catego-
ries, the four front-run-
ners—Jeff Bridges, Sandra 
Bullock, Christoph Waltz and 
Mo’nique—can practically 
plan their Oscar-winning par-
ties now. They are all locks.
As for the show itself, Steve 
Martin and Alec Baldwin will 
be co-hosting, so there will be 
plenty of witty humor to keep 
the three-hour show afloat. 
However, don’t expect to see 
any musical performances, 
they’ve been cut from this 
year’s show.
The 82nd Annual Academy 
Awards will start at 7:30 p.m. 
on March 7, on ABC.  
Holt’s Winner Forecast: 
Best Picture: “The Hurt Locker”
Best Director: Kathryn Bigelow (“The Hurt Locker”)
Best Actor: Jeff Bridges (“Crazy Heart”)
Best Actress: Sandra Bullock (“The Blind Side”)
Best Supporting Actor: Christoph Waltz (“Inglourious   
 Basterds”)
Best Supporting Actress: Mo’nique (“Precious”)
Best Original Screenplay: “Inglourious Basterds”
Best Adapted Screenplay: “Up in the Air”
Best Animated Feature: “Up”
Best Foreign Feature: “The White Ribbon”
Best Documentary Feature: “The Cove”
Best Cinematography: “Avatar”
Best Editing: “The Hurt Locker”
Best Art Direction:  “Avatar”
Best Original Score: “Up”
Best Original Song:  “The Weary Kind” (“Crazy Heart”)
Best Visual Effects: “Avatar”
Best Sound Editing: “Avatar”
Best Sound Mixing: “Avatar”
Best Costume Design: “The Young Victoria”
Best Makeup: “Star Trek”
Best Short Film (Live Action): “Miracle Fish”
Best Short Film (Animated): “A Matter of Loaf & Death”




“There’s no half-singing in the 
shower, you’re either a rock star or 
an opera diva.”    -Josh Groban
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Nash-Gerlach leads women  
Rettke hits 1,000 career points, team to compete in NSIC tournament
MSUM senior Alison Nash-
Gerlach was named Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
Women’s Basketball Player of 
the Week for the second time 
this season.
Nash-Gerlach averaged 
22.5 points and 15 rebounds 
per game over the last week, 
while tying the single-season 
record for free-throws made in 
a season with 160.
In her last home game, Nash-
Gerlach weighed in with a 
double-double, 18 points and 
17 rebounds in a difficult loss 
to Northern State University. 
Meghan Rettke also had a 
successful week, becoming the 
18th student-athlete in MSUM 
history to collect 1,000 points.
Having two 1,000-point 
scorers on the same team is 
“a compliment to the overall 
program,” said Karla Nelson, 
MSUM women’s basketball 
coach.
The Dragons finished the 
regular season with a record 
of 18-9 overall. “(That is) cer-
tainly a good year; it is a good 
record,” Nelson said. “The 
record that is most disappoint-
ing is our home record during 
the conference season, which 
is 5-5.”
Nash-Gerlach and Rettke, 
along with Krista Opheim, 
are the three seniors leading 
the women’s basketball team 
into the Sanford Health-NSIC 
Tournament. 
The Dragons traveled to 
Wayne, Neb., Tuesday to pre-
pare for their Wednesday night 
game against No. 3 Wayne 
State College.
“We have to focus on 
Wednesday’s game,” Nelson 
said. “If we lose that, the sea-
son is over. We are in single 
elimination mode.”
In the last meeting between 
these two teams, Wayne beat 
the Dragons 74-57.
“We had certain opportuni-
ties that we didn’t capitalize 
on,” Nelson said. “We can be 
better defensively, we will just 
make some adjustments.”
In the first round of last 
year ’s tournament, the 
Dragons played St. Cloud 
State University. 
“We kind of got dominated 
and we were a higher seed,” 
said Betsy Dickson, junior 
guard.  “It showed us that 
anyone could win the game, 
you just have to show up and 
play hard.”
“At this time of the season 
it just comes down to players 
making plays,” Nelson said.
If the Dragons win the 
Wednesday night game they 
will play the winner of No. 2 
Augustana College and No. 
7 Northern State University 
Saturday at 2 p.m.
Next season will bring some 
challenges to the Dragons, 
having only one senior on the 
team.  
“We are going to be pretty 
young and with youth there 
are going to be some growing 
pains,” Nelson said. “They are 
a good group, academically 
and athletically. We felt pretty 
good about the talent coming 
in, a good mixture of post and 
perimeter play.”
 With challenges come new 
opportunities for athletes to 
step up.
“I’m kind of excited to be 
the oldest girl on the team and 
be the leader,” Dickson said. 
“It is kind of nerve-racking 
not having older girls to lean 
on.”
The three seniors are mov-
ing on, but the program as a 
whole is young with a good 
nucleus of talent to carry the 
Dragons for a couple more 
years. 
“I look for us to do the 
things necessary to continue 




Smith can be reached 
at smithmi@mnstate.edu
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Senior Alison Nash-Gerlach (24) fights for a rebound during the Dragons’ 50-58 loss against the Northern State Wolves. Nash-Gerlach 
ended the night with 17 rebounds, a career-high.
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The Dragons men’s basket-
ball team ended its season on 
a high note, winning three of 
its last four games.
The Dragons lost their last 
home game to Northern State 
66-60 on Feb. 24, but defeated 
Crookston 77-69 Saturday in 
the final game of the season.
Head coach Stu Engen 
said that the team improved 
toward the end of the sea-
son.
“This is a very young 
team, and we’ve won three 
of the last four games to close 
off the season,” Engen said. 
“When I look at the season 
and try to cap it all off, what’s 
important to me is that we 
are a better team than when 
we started the season, and 
we are clearly that.”
The final home game was 
also senior night for the 
team. Although the Dragons 
lost, Engen said that they 
played well.
“I thought we were very 
good on Wednesday,” Engen 
said. “We were sharp and we 
were within a possession of 
winning that game. We had a 
key turnover late, and I give 
a lot of credit to Northern. 
Looking at the tape, I thought 
they were awfully focused 
and really defended us very 
hard.”
After the Dragons gave up 
a turnover and three points, 
they had trouble coming 
back.
Freshmen Alex Novak was 
the highlight of the week, 
finishing the weekend with 
18 points, 14 rebounds and 
six blocks against Northern 
and following up against 
Crookston with 20 points 
and six rebounds.
“Novak’s a true freshman 
and I think he’s going to 
be a contender for the NSIC 
freshman of the year award,” 
Engen said. “He blew the 
league away in blocks and 
came out strong toward the 
end of the season. If there’s 
one knock against him, it’s 
that he was a little incon-
sistent, but a lot of young 
players are a little inconsis-
tent. It’s nice to see how he’s 
progressed from the begin-
ning of the year to now, and 
we’re excited to see what’s to 
come from him. I think he’s 
the most promising freshmen 
we’ve had in my eight years 
here.”
Although the team’s sea-
son has ended, Engen and 
his assistants have some 
work ahead of them as they 
finish up seeking out recruits 
for next year.
“We’ve put a lot of miles 
on identifying kids,” Engen 
said. “I think we’ve identi-
fied some kids who could 
be good contributions to our 
program.”
The Dragons close off their 
season 10-17 overall and 7-13 
in the NSIC. The NSIC record 
is a two-win improvement 
on last year’s record.
Engen said that he fore-
sees continued growth in his 
team.
Men’s basketball ends season
Novak contends for freshman of the year, team looks toward future
BY TIM STULKEn
Sports Editor
Stulken can be reached 
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
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Sophomore Jake Driscoll is stopped at the top of the key during the Dragons’ 60-66 loss against the 
Northern State Wolves.
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Music Theatre Fargo-
Moorhead (MTFM) will be 
presenting a musical-comedy 
this weekend at the Fargo 
Moorhead Community 
Theater. 
“The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee” by 
William Finn and Rachel 
Sheinkin, will feature MSUM 
theater director, Craig 
Ellingson; two MSUM alums; 
an MSUM theater and arts 
major, Katie Adducci; a stage 
manager, a lighting designer 
and several students in the 
orchestra, which is directed 
by MSUM music professor 
Julie Adams.
Ellingson, who plays the 
official comfort counselor 
Mitch Mahoney and also co-
directed the play, said it is a 
smaller musical that revolves 
around a spelling bee.
“(It consists of) the quirky 
characters that one might 
find watching the National 
Spelling Bee on TV,” Ellingson 
said.
He said the play will 
include funny characters and 
audience interaction.
The play centers around a 
fictional spelling bee set in 
the fictional Putnam Valley 
Middle School. Six odd ado-
lescents compete in the spell-
ing bee, which is run by three 
equally quirky grown-ups.
“The play incorporates 
spelling along with the per-
sonal lives of characters,” 
Adducci said.
The show has been rated 
PG-13 due to some sexual 
innuendos.
Ellingson’s character, 
Mitch, is out on a work release 
program, and plays a comfort 
counselor for the spellers. 
“When a speller gets 
disqualified, I give them 
a hug and juice box,” 
Ellingson said.
Adducci plays the 
character  Logainne 
Schwartzandgrubenierre, 
who’s the youngest speller 
and whose last name is a 
mixture of her two dads’ last 
names. 
“She’s been molded into the 
way her dads have pushed 
her to be,” Adducci said.
The show takes place at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at the 
Fargo-Moorhead Community 
Theater, and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday.
“I think that students 
will find many entertaining 
things,” Ellingson said. “The 
relationship between the 





Theater Arts director joins cast of “Spelling Bee”
Since early last year, stu-
dents and staff have wit-
nessed the transformation 
of Lommen Hall from an 
almost 80-year-old structure 
to a modern building. The 
new Lommen is designed to 
be the perfect place to learn 
and work.
According to Dan Kirk, vice 
president of administration 
and facilities, the first half 
of the project was completed 
in January of this year and 
as anybody that has walked 
by Lommen has noticed, the 
second stage was started 
immediately afterward. The 
second stage includes the 
two-story section on the east-
ern side while the first stage 
included the one-story build-
ing on the western end. 
The whole building was 
designed to be more environ-
mentally and educationally 
friendly. New and more effi-
cient windows and a roof are 
going to be installed.
The new roof in the second 
phase will include a large 
glass section facing south 
to allow for natural light to 
enter many rooms. A larger 
basement was also excavated 
to allow for more energy effi-
cient equipment.
Kirk estimates that MSUM 
will save $30,000-$40,000 
per year on energy spend-
ing with the energy design 
improvements. 
“It’ll be a more desirable 
and efficient place to learn 
and work,” Kirk said.
The renovation took a long 
time in planning but was a 
necessity for many reasons.
“The majority of the build-
ing was constructed in 1931 
so it’s 80 years old,” Kirk 
said. “It hasn’t had any sig-
nificant remodeling and it 
needed to have modern sys-
tems and a more energy-effi-
cient envelope.”
The money for the renova-
tion came from several differ-
ent sources, leaving MSUM a 
relatively small chunk of the 
overall bill to pay.
“The project was funded 
by state legislature with gen-
eral obligations from the 2008 
session,” Kirk said.
The total cost for the proj-
ect is $15.2 million—$13.2 
million coming from the gen-
eral obligations and $2 mil-
lion coming from the Higher 
Education Asset Preservation 
and Renewal (HEAPR). Of 
that $15.2 million, MSUM is 
required to pay back about 
$2.2 million. 
The completion goal is 
spring 2011. For the moment, 
all of the staff from Lommen 
have been moved to the 
first and second floors of 
Holmquist.
“I’m happy to say that the 
project is moving on schedule 
and on budget,” Kirk said.
Lommen Hall renovated to be ‘more desirable and efficient’
BY ANDREW JASON
Staff Writer
Renowned filmmaker and 
festival programmer Skizz 
Cyzyk visited MSUM last 
week as part of the visiting 
artist program in the film 
department.  Cyzyk spoke at 
several film classes and gave 
a seminar on entering film 
festivals and screened several 
of his award-winning short 
films, along with footage from 
his current film projects.
In his lifelong filmmak-
ing career, Cyzyk has direct-
ed over 50 short films and 
music videos, including his 
famous short film “Four Films 
in Five Minutes: A Trilogy,” 
and has been accepted to 
and won awards at dozens 
of film festivals nationwide. 
He also received a retrospec-
tive screening of his work by 
the American Film Institute 
in 2005.
Born in Baltimore, M.D., 
Cyzyk began making films in 
his senior year of high school, 
after being inspired by John 
Water’s “Shock Value,” a book 
by the infamous Baltimore film-
maker.  He went on to study 
film at Towson University.
Along with filmmaking, 
Cyzyk is well known for his 
work as a festival programmer 
and projectionist.  He serves 
on the advisory board at the 
Slamdance Film Festival, the 
Sidewalks Moving Picture 
Festival and has been a pro-
jectionist and juror at many 
other festivals.  He is also the 
creator of the MicroCineFest, 
an underground film festival 
in Baltimore for low-budget 
independent films.  On top of 
all this, Cyzyk is an accom-
plished musician and is a 
member of no less than four 
active bands. 
Film professor Tom 
Brandau, who is also from 
Baltimore, invited Cyzyk to 
MSUM to speak about his 
filmmaking experiences.  He 
and Brandau both attended 
Towson University, but didn’t 
meet until several years later 
when Brandau was teaching 
there and Cyzyk was visiting 
the school.  After losing touch 
over the past years, Brandau 
contacted Cyzyk to see if he 
would be interested in speak-
ing to the film department at 
MSUM.  Cyzyk was thrilled 
by the invitation and eagerly 
accepted.
With his extensive experi-
ence in filmmaking and work-
ing in film festivals, Cyzyk 
had lots of advice for MSUM’s 
students about entering their 
films to festivals.  When partic-
ipating, research film festivals 
and find which ones best suit 
your film.  And when it comes 
to deciding what kind of film 
to make, just remember: “there 
are no rules,” Cyzyk said.  “Be 
original.”
Cyzyk  is currently working 
on three feature documenta-
ries.  “Hit & Stay” is about 
the “Catonsville 9,” a group 
of nine Catholic activists who 
burned draft files to protest the 
Vietnam War in 1968.  “Freaks 
in Love” covers 25 years of 
underground rock  n roll, as 
seen through the eyes of the 
band Alice Donut.  And “Ice 
Pick to the Moon” is about 
the infamous underground 
bandleader Fred Lane; this is 
a passion project of Cyzyk’s 




Film festival artist visits MSUM
NATHAN BERGESON /  THE ADvOCATE
The first stage of the Lommen Hall renovation was finished in January, and the second stage is in 
progress. The renovation includes improvements that are saving the campus money and energy.
Jason can be reached at
 jasonan@mnstate.edu
Holt can be reached at 
holtco@mnstaste.edu
Nitschke can be reached
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
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Graduating college stu-
dents often leave school with-
out a written-in-stone plan. 
One Minnesota Americorps 
program can ease grads into 
the work force and give them 
a rewarding, real-life experi-
ence. 
The Minnesota Reading 
Corps is a program that 
can be found in hundreds 
of grade schools across the 
state, and enables tutors to 
work with children age three 
to grade three on improving 
their reading proficiency. 
“It’s a program in which 
someone can really do a tre-
mendous amount of good in a 
community in a short period 
of time,” said Sheila Piippo, 
the program director of the 
Minnesota Reading Corps.
“Americorps is like the 
domestic peace corps,” Piippo 
said. “The work is happening 
right here in the U.S.”  
Volunteers sign up for a 
year of service either full-time 
or part-time and receive a 
modest living allowance as 
well as an educational award 
after finishing the year. The 
award money has to go 
toward either student loans 
or further education. 
Within Americorps, there 
are many programs to choose 
from, everything from envi-
ronmentalism to social 
welfare to disaster preven-
tion. The MRC is specific to 
Minnesota and focuses on lit-
eracy in young children.
The MRC was original-
ly a plan hatched by the 
Minnesota literacy council 
in 2003 because studies had 
been done that showed that 
many kindergarteners aren’t 
actually ready for kinder-
garten, around 50 percent in 
Minnesota. The literacy coun-
cil worked with experts to 
address the problem by bring-
ing resources into head-starts 
and pre-schools to help those 
children be more prepared.
In 2006, the idea expanded 
to include kindergarten, first, 
second and third grades. 
“Before third grade, stu-
dents are learning to read,” 
Piippo said. “But after third 
grade, they are reading to 
learn, so if they aren’t profi-
cient in reading by the end of 
third grade, they’re behind in 
everything— not just reading. 
It puts them at a huge disad-
vantage for the rest of their 
education career.”
The Minnesota Reading 
Corps’ aim is to prevent those 
children from falling behind 
in the first place. The tutors 
work to reach the children 
who would otherwise fall 
through the cracks and with 
just a little extra attention, 
MRC tutors can hopefully 
pick them back up to the level 
their peers are at. 
These students, without 
this additional intervention, 
are at risk for becoming in-
school drop-outs, and becom-
ing more and more disen-
gaged, Piippo said.
Megan Skogmo is a Reading 
Corps member who tutors 20 
children a day at one of the 
three Moorhead elementary 
schools that are members of 
the program. She says it was a 
great option for her when she 
graduated without a plan.
A recent graduate of MSUM 
with an elementary education 
degree, Skogmo said that the 
knowledge she has gained in 
the MRC has been invalu-
able.  
“I’m gaining first-hand 
experience helping students 
that struggle with keeping 
up with a skill they they’ll 
need for the rest of their life,” 
Skogmo said. “In addition, 
I gave a helping hand to 
my community while being 
a member and I love that 
feeling of helping others in 
need.”
Skogmo also noted the 
ways in which being a mem-
ber of the MRC has enhanced 
her education resume and 
given her an advantage over 
people who will be applying 
for the same positions.
Many other students have 
realized the potential of The 
Minnesota Reading Corps to 
further their careers and ful-
fill their desire to make a dif-
ference. When the program 
was started in 2003, there 
were 24 members and this 
year there are 555. Piippo is 
taking the steps to expand 
the organization once again 
to 750 members for the 2010-
2011 school year.
Before ever tutoring a child, 
each member undergoes an 
intensive four-day training, 
“some of the best training 
that one can receive in lit-
eracy,” Piippo said. Members 
are also kept on track with 
shorter trainings throughout 
the school year, so it isn’t nec-
essary for members to have a 
teaching degree or any degree 
at all. Members must be at 
least 17 years old, commit 
their lives to a year of service 
and enjoy working with chil-
dren.
“The change that will hap-
pen in a child’s life directly 
because  a Minnesota Reading 
Corps tutor is immeasurable,” 
Piippo said. “It is so exciting 
to see that.”
For more information on 
how and where one can apply, 
visit the Americorps Web site. 
The Minnesota Reading Corps 
runs from Aug. 1 through 
June 30 with all the spots 
filled by July 1.
BY HOLLY LAvECCHIA
Copy Editor
Reading program focuses on core values
 
   The change that will 
happen in a child’s 
life directly because  
a Minnesota 
Reading Corps tutor 
is immeasurable.
Sheila Piippo
 Program director of Minnesota 
Reading Corps
“
Americorps offers rewarding post-grad option
Lavecchia can be reached
at laveccho@mnstate.edu
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3 bdrm, heat paid, security building, re-decorated, $625/
month 218-233-1545
APARTMENTS FOR RENT Summer or school year ’10-
’11. One, two, three and four bedrooms. 1-4 people. Most 
with heat paid. Efficiency and roommates. Located between 
campuses and north of campus. (218) 236-1143           
www.FMcharterrentals.com
FREE Pregnancy confirmation and counseling  
www.firstchoiceclinic.com or 701.237.6530
To place an ad in the classifieds
email us at advocate@mnstate.edu
C L A S S I F I E D S
S E RV I C E S






















801 38th St. South • Fargo
www.paradiso.com PAR3029
Hiring Immediately!
P/T Telesales 18–33 hrs/week
VARIOUS HRS Between 4pm–9pm M–F
SAT. 9am–5:30pm
Apply in person or online2829 S University Dr, Fargo(NW corner of  American Family 
Insurance Building) www.pcifargo.com
Thank you college students!
president, but by 1994 Dr. 
Barden took over. As a gradu-
ate in the sciences, he focused 
on rebuilding and expanding 
the science laboratories as well 
as other academic halls. He also 
pushed for a healthy environ-
ment for students. By creating a 
smoke-free campus and a new 
Wellness Center, he succeeded. 
When Dr. Barden retired in 
2007, Dr. Szymanski took his 
place, and became MSUM’s 
first female president. She has 
only been in office a year, but 
was faced with the challenge of 
maintaining a campus during a 
natural disaster. 
“I know Edna will persue the 
same passion that each of us 
shared,” Neumaier said. 
Through their reflection, 
despite the different back-
grounds and interest each presi-
dent possessed, it was obvious 
that they all shared two impor-
tant priorities, fairness and stu-
dent well-being. 
“My relationship with the 
students was always the most 
important thing to me,” Dille 
said. “This is why I always 
dressed up as Santa around 
Christmas time.” 
presidenT, fronT page
This year, the university is 
prepared. When questioned 
about potentially missing 
classes, Hamilton was firm 
that academics would not be 
affected. 
“I am thrilled to hear stu-
dents say, (and they ought 
to), that they want to get their 
money’s worth.” If absolute-
ly necessary, Parks said that 
Concordia and MSUM will 
alternate sandbagging days 
so no one class will be sig-
nificantly disrupted.
So, what is going to be 
done to make this year differ-
ent? Parks has been working 
with a team to ensure that 
campus is safe, secure and 
conducive to academics and 
residential life.  
MSUM will be setting up a 
volunteer center at Nemzek, 
providing transportation 
to and from sandbagging 
sites. A third of Holmquist 
Hall will house emergency 
responders, Kise will pro-
vide meals to sandbaggers, 
and a call center will be set 
up in Flora Frick to provide 
information to the surround-
ing area. Improvements have 
been made to the city’s sewer 
system, and even if there is 
a breach, the only inconve-
nience is that toilet facilities 
in MSUM’s lower levels will 
not be in use.
Last year, Parks put 
together a comprehensive 
guide to what actions were 
being done to fight the flood. 
Parks’ planning, organiza-
tion, confidence and leader-
ship during the flood of 2009 
earned him a spot as one 
of the top 10 finalists for 
National Safety Director of 
the Year by Campus Security 
Magazine.
Parks and Hamilton assure 
that the school will make 
sure the students are well- 
informed of the flood situa-
tion. MSUM’s Web site will 
be continually updated with 
current information. Students 
can access any alerts through 
e2campus via e-mail, text 
message and voicemail. Also, 
sandbaggers are already 
needed to fill 100,000 sand-
bags a day at 700 15th Ave. 
N., a Moorhead public works 
building.
Parks wants MSUM stu-
dents to remember their self-
less efforts helped the com-
munity succeed. “(MSUM 
students) showed up at 
Nemzek, were out four to 
seven hours in rain and snow 
and returned; head to toe 
covered in mud, to grab a 
sandwich and sit five min-
utes, and then do it all over 
again,” he said. 
Moorhead would not have 
been saved without the gen-
erous labor provided by 
MSUM students.
the-clock care for three 
months.”
Tornell and Kroker have 
been working with the com-
munity to arrange silent 
auction items and dona-
tions. The Dakota Medical 
Foundation is a nonprofit 
organization, and with their 
“lend a hand” program, the 
foundation will match up to 
$5,000 raised for Wallace.
Along with the silent auc-
tion, the night will also con-
sist of music by Simon Rowe, 
and Executive Director of 
Public Relations Doug 
Hamilton and his wife will 
be masters of ceremonies for 
the evening.
“I’m so impressed with 
this community and how 
it pulls together,” Tornell 
said. “You ask for help and 
they’re there.” 
Wallace is very grateful 
for the support he’s received 
by the MSUM community.
“It’s overwhelming,” 
Wallace said. “In my wildest 
dreams I just didn’t think 
my pals would step forward 
and do this stuff for me.”
A minimum of a $10 
donation is required at 
the door. Monetary dona-
tions can be directed to The 
Dave Wallace Benefit Fund, 
c/o Wells Fargo, 2501 13th 
Avenue South, Fargo, N.D., 
58103. 
“Cancer is one of those 
diseases where everybody’s 
lives are touched by it,” 
Wallace said. “Everyone 
knows somebody who has 
had it. So it’s amazing how 
many people at MSUM have 




Kostuck can be reach 
at kkostuck@hotmail.com
nitschke can be reached
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
roseth can be reached
at rosethke@mnstate.edu
